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conceive that the business the child-placing agency 
contribute foundation which the child may build 
this life freedom for himself, while the foster parents 
help him enter intelligently into the essential relations 
life. conceive the case-worker the one who, with 
her objective clearly mind, weaves together the strands— 
the child, his parents and friends, and the foster parents.” 


Baytor. 


WHAT AVOID FOSTER HOMES 


The imponderables give character families. 
400 habit clinic children Boston, only per cent 
came from homes handicapped poverty. Eighty- 
seven per cent the homes failed spiritual elements 
while satisfactory housing and other material respects. 
Careful home-finding has always tried discover the 
spiritual make-up homes applying for children, and 
shall later this year present interesting article 
describing how this being done one our mem- 
bers. emphasize its importance, call attention 
article Bertha Reynolds, Massachusetts 
Division Mental Hygiene, Environmental Handi- 
caps 400 Habit Clinic Children, published the 
October, 1926, BULLETIN the Massachusetts Depart- 
ment Mental Diseases. 

The 400 children were the first 400 treated the 
clinic. Eighty-four per cent were under years age 
and only 2.5 per cent over 12. Sixty-six per cent came 
from homes where foreign customs were predominant. 
have already commented the fact that only 
per cent came from homes poverty. Thirty-two 
and one-half per cent the children showed some 
physical diseases defect, but only per cent were 
diagnosed mentally deficient with mental diseases, 
while per cent more were estimated have poor 
personality make-up which constituted them special 
problems. Thus, overwhelming number, the causes 
bringing them the clinic were the family environ- 
ment. 

Nearly one-half lived homes that showed cul- 
tural interests, and per cent had never been con- 
trolled their homes. Forty-one per cent lacked 
opportunity for normal play because congested city 
conditions. addition, 23.6 per cent were isolated 
from their contemporaries, and per cent were clearly 


unloved their homes. 
(Continued page column 


INSTITUTION NEWS 


St. Louis customary for most children’s insti- 
tutions secure throat cultures all applicants before 
admitting them for care. most cases this service 
provided the offices the Division Health the 
City Department Public Welfare. One the physi- 
cians duty the Division Health also vaccinates 
all children who not have satisfactory vaccination 
scars. The eyes are examined for traces trachoma 
and conjunctivitis and the ears and nose are examined 
for discharges. The skin examined for traces com- 
municable diseases. Inoculation with toxin-antitoxin 
immunize children against diphtheria provided for 
groups already resident the institutions. Laboratory 
tests detect the presence tuberculosis and venereal 
diseases are given those children who are referred back 
for such service the institution’s own physician. 

The city health officials consider their examinations 
and inoculations only measures for detection and 
protection from communicable diseases. They desire 
each institution, through its own staff physician, 
carry the good work providing additional safe- 
guards against communicable diseases and examining 
the children for physical deficiencies and for organic 
conditions which need attention. The health officer 
who examines child for diseases the eye, including 
trachoma, does not pretend test the child’s vision, nor 
does attempt test the hearing child when 
examining only for ear infections. 

addition testing vision and hearing the pro- 
gressive institution has its own physician secure 
medical history the child and his family and expects 
him give, time admission and semi-annually 
annually after admission, complete stripped physical 
examination, the results which are recorded each 
individual medical record. examination the 
admission and regular intervals thereafter. 

The day nurseries St. Louis are securing toxin- 
antitoxin inoculations for their children. This also 
being provided the Division Health the City 
Department Public Welfare. The nurses, 
who have encouraged the day nurseries take ad- 
vantage such service, have also done much improve 


the diet for children day nurseries. 
(Continued page column 


CHILD WELFARE LEAGUE AMERICA BULLETIN 


CAUSES MISBEHAVIOR FOSTER 
CHILDREN 
Miss 
Children’s Aid and Society for Prevention Cruelty Children, 
Newark, 

When Jack was four his mother went away with 
man, taking with her his twelve-year-old sister Edith, 
but leaving him his nine-year-old sister Helen and his 
two-year-old half-sister the care his stepfather. 
The latter placed Jack and Helen institution and 
found boarding home for his little girl. 

year later the institution reported that the 
mother had been visiting the children and upsetting 
them badly telling them that she was going have 
home for them very soon. were asked make 
investigation. 

discovered that Mrs. had been member 
very respectable, middle-class family and was very 
happily married Mr. railroad man. Both were 
devoted their three children. When Jack was 
baby Mr. was killed railroad accident and his 
wife went pieces emotionally. 

Within three months she had married Mr. 
coarse, brutish man with whom she lived about three 
years. There was continuous quarreling and each ac- 
cused the other immorality. 

Following her desertion her three children Mrs. 
lived with one man after another. She was forced out 
house after house Newark because the many 
men visitors who called and because her vile language 
and vicious temper. Her request for the return her 
children was refused, and though felt that the 
daughter with her should removed from 
could take action because when finally located 
her she was beyond the juvenile court age. 

When Jack was eleven the institution reported that 
was quite unmanageable and asked for his removal. 
was disobedient, defiant, extremely cruel the 
little boys and girls and had exhibited such violent out- 
bursts temper that they had locked him room 
himself. His school record was poor and was de- 
scribed conduct problem. 

his psychiatric examination, Dr. James 
Plant, Essex County Juvenile Clinic, the outstanding 
factors seemed Jack’s resentment the fact that 
one ever came see him, his worry over his separa- 
tion from his mother and his intense desire with 
her. The satisfaction achieved his bullying the 
little children was his compensation for his feeling 
inferiority and his loneliness. was badly intro- 
verted and had unfortunate inability get things 
out his system—he refused help himself this. 
Dr. Plant was not very hopeful that would possible 
for him develop wholesome, happy point view. 


the doctor’s suggestion Jack was placed whole- 
some country home. The foster mother had reared one 
our boys with great success and had recently taken 
another who was exceedingly happy with her. Her 
motherliness recommended her possible substitute 
for Jack’s own mother. Before went there, Jack 
was told the whole story his parentage, with the 
exception his mother’s indiscretions. 

first seemed very happy. was very fond 
the foster mother and very demonstrative with her. 
Her mother lived with her, however, and Jack con- 
ceived positive hatred her. They would catch him 
shaking his fist her behind her back. was lazy 
and unwilling helpful the home and two 
months were forced find another home for him. 
This time was placed farm where Dr. Plant 
wanted him learn work. 

few months later his sister, then years age, 
was enticed away from the institution her mother 
and the whole family drove the farm see Jack, 
His mother told him that she had lots money and 
that she was going take him home soon. dis- 
covered that she had remarried after her second hus- 
band had secured divorce, but lived with her husband 
only short time. After the birth child still 
another man, she went live with Mr. whom her 
daughter thought she was married. She was most 
antagonistic her attitude with reference Jack and 
decision was reached make complaint against her. 
Sentence was suspended and she was urged the 
Court apply for divorce and legalize her present 
union, which seemed show some signs permanency. 
She left the state, however, and have had further 
with her. 

Jack was emotionally upset the experience with 
his mother that failed make adjustment the 
home and within eight months had run away. 
remained another farm home for almost two years. 
There were many difficulties, but Dr. Plant noted 
steady, slow, improvement. 

When was fourteen years age was decided 
that for his better development needed home 
the city and was transferred another agency 
equipped provide for him boarding home 
urban community. 

Meanwhile Jack’s sister Edith, who came through 
her terrible experiences under her mother’s influence 
apparently unscathed, has married and has comfort- 
able, happy home. Helen still with the mother and 
said have helped materially stabilize the home. 

The psychological truth which have been forced 
recognize the handling this case that taking 
child away from his parents, matter how destruc- 
tive their influence they may be, agency makes 
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that child, least for the time, abnormal being— 
unusual specimen that has struck 
his desire live with his own parents. And when 
that desire very strong, neither fine house, nor 
physical comfort, nor unusual opportunities, nor sym- 
pathetic friends can give him the degree satisfaction 
which comes from his sense belonging. Jack’s 
case, the feeling instability led most unhealthy 
attitude toward life, and though surrounded good 
influences, may never make thoroughly satis- 
factory adjustment. His older sister, the other 
hand, spite the vicious influences which played 
upon her constantly and spite the instability 
the home itself, seemed find complete satisfaction 
her relationship with her mother and has developed 
well-integrated personality. 
(To concluded October Bulletin) 


1927-1928 SPECIAL ARTICLES 


series articles begun this issue, written 
staff members our member agencies detailing their 
experience with the use good psychiatric and psycho- 
logical services the various departments child 
care. Each article will run two consecutive numbers 
the beginning with the September issue. 


(Continued from page column 

Parental ignorance was perhaps the most serious 
factor, 225 the children having parents who were 
unsuccessful parents because ignorance, which 
meant lack general educational background. 
Other parents foreign extraction who were ignorant 
from the standpoint American education were not 
counted ignorant, was frequently the case that 
their culture contributed folk lore, sound common-sense 
philosophy and, many instances, idealism their 
children. Nevertheless, even with this deduction, 38.5 
per cent the children lacked educational oppor- 
tunities their homes. While was not possible 
estimate religious training numerically, was felt 
that few these children were receiving vital religious 
influence their homes. was found that the 
400 children, among them children once foster 
homes institutions, lacked normal affection, and 
some these remembered serious conflicts their 
homes, were definitely disliked father and mother, 
and were victims unwholesome emotional mental 
attitude their parents. 

effort discover how these characteristics showed 
themselves revealed friction between parents and rela- 
tives the homes children and conflict ideas 
about child training others. surprisingly large 
number, 27, had had early exposure sex knowledge 
experiences. Other instances bad conduct can 
one-half the in- 


traced neighborhood menaces. 


stances, conflict the home was connected with drink, 
gambling other failure the father’s part, with 
mental defect cases and temperamental differ- 
ences 10. Marriages patch illegitimate parent- 
hood caused conflict homes. cases, discord 
between parent and child was extreme; were cursed 
jarring relatives. Sixteen pairs parents quarreled 
over methods training the children. Forty-eight 
children had parents who were handicapped physical 
illness and small proportion parents cases 
and possibly others showed mental defect, but the 
clinic staff considered the parents least children 
definitely neurotic, bringing the total number chil- 
dren affected the mental and nervous disability 
parents 110. 

Over-solicitude caused trouble for children; 
cases the only child, and cases the only boy. 
Neurotic mothers appeared one-fourth this group. 
interesting racial side light that the Jewish mothers 
made per cent the over-solicitous mothers, 
two and one-half times their proportion the whole 
number cases. 

What did the children get the clinic? Miss 
Reynolds calls them “combatants battle field 
where usually the laurels were pretty much one 
209 cases they were with the children. They 
resorted “violence, stubborn resistance, and playing 
the weaknesses parents through appeal sympa- 
thy weariness fear. One hundred and four chil- 
dren relied noise, destruction, kicking and striking, 
109 stubbornness, while 152 whined cried their 
parents into submission. Twenty-seven the 152 
had developed some terrifying physical symptom which 
made imperative that they given their way. More 
than half these had fainting attacks ‘blue spells’ 
without physical cause, while others vomited, 
awake night otherwise awakened parental solici- 

What did the parents described above terms 
education, religion and temperament self-defense? 
They tried dominate the 400 children fears 
most commonly punishment the bogie man, 
controlled physical punishment, lying promises 
good because mother was ill for love That 
these methods were not successful even repressing 
more violent forms behavior attested the fact 
that the children came the clinic. 

Added the importance avoiding such parental 
deficiencies foster homes the fact that the children 
who into foster homes have already passed through 
distressing emotional circumstances and are, therefore, 
even more need safeguard from such conditions 
are described Miss Reynolds. 


+ 
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OLD AND NEW CONTRASTED 


this day youthful freedom and independence 
many adults find themselves torn between two extreme 
viewpoints. the one hand, they adhere tradi- 
tional methods discipline and control or, the other 
hand, they shift the responsibility training the 
children themselves, apparently believing that the re- 
moval restraint the prime essential wholesome 
growth. Members the older generation often voice 
their opinions after this fashion: 

can’t understand why you don’t make Johnny 
mind. wonder the boys and girls are wild. They 
exactly they please. Now when was boy had 
was told. When father said ‘Go’ went, 
and when mother said ‘Stop’ stopped, and didn’t 
argue about it, either. wouldn’t have gotten far with 

are always tempted interrupt this point. 
should like know how grandfather adjusted 
life situations when had nobody tell him just what 
do. crave told how learned judge 
between conflicting ideas right and wrong, and 
wonder how acquired habits tolerance his 
neighbors. 

The old discipline put premium upon obedience for 
its own sake; therefore, the less questioning the obedi- 
ence, the more virtuous. The newer discipline puts 
premium upon experience: therefore, the more meaning- 
ful the obedience, the more valuable. Both theories 
emphasize the need direction and occasional 
coercion. The main difference between old and modern 
ideas control the extent which adults take into 
consideration immediate later usefulness habits 
acquired through these experiences. 

The old doctrine states that children must hard 
things just because they are hard and therefore strength- 
ening. The new doctrine states that children will 
hard things whenever the doing brings satisfaction and 
therefore they will continue similar hard things. 
Both recognize the necessity for teaching habits 
persistent effort overcoming difficulties. The main 
point difference lies the fact that whereas the old 
theorist stressed the value all hard acts, present day 
emphasis upon some rather than upon all hard ac- 
tivities, selecting those hard tasks which can contribute 
most child’s happy adjustment. 


supposedthat: Now believe that: 


(a) Children 
blindly and unques- 
tioningly every adult 
command. 

(b) The child should 
forced hard 
tasks for the sake 
discipline 
training. 

(c) All hard tasks were 
valuable merely be- 
cause 


unselfish things gave 
them habits un- 
selfishness. 

(e) Childtrainingshould 


(a) Obedience should 
based under- 
standing. 


(b) The child’s interest 
should lead him 
the task, whether 


The child’s attitude 
makes 
able otherwise. 

(d) Unselfish actions 
must bring satisfac- 
tion the child 

(e) 


matter un- quires constant 
changing routine. readjustment rou- 
tine and ideas. 


from article Bess Cunning- 
ham, Ph.D., August, 1927, issue Children, The 
Magazine for Parents. 


WHEN THE SCHOOL BELL RINGS 


Mooseheart, Mooseheart, “schoolroom 
work begins for the child who has reached his second 
birthday. have only three little ones here who are 
under two years age and, therefore, too young 
school. 

“You may smile when speak two-year-old 
child school, but nevertheless have them and they 
are doing good work. give these little ones just 
leaving the nursery something occupy their time, 
such pleasant walks, games, story telling, and those 
things dear the heart the child.” 


description the nursery school Mooseheart, 
from which the above quoted, appears the issues 
the Mooseheart Weekly dated July and August 
1927. 

Rome State School, Rome, Y., one the largest 
the institutions for feeble-minded the United 
States, there may found interesting suggestions for 
all teachers, whether teachers the feeble-minded 
those with more normal minds. From the Herald, 
published Rome, comes the following quotation: 

“Thursday, Mrs. Carpenter, who for the past two 
years has been the children’s librarian and story-teller 
wards and classrooms, had three groups chil- 
dren for twenty minutes each, and told stories suited 
the mental capacities each group. This was appre- 
ciated the teachers, for story telling becoming every 
year more important aid interest children 
school studies well give 

California Junior Republic, Chino, California, 
well-equipped trade high school open boys the 
surrounding community those who are resident 


hard. 
hil 
(d) Making children 


the Republic. The school located adjacent the 
Republic grounds and under control the Chino 
School District. has developed largely because the 
management the Republic has interested 
trade training. 

The seven men who comprise the faculty have been 
certified teachers vocational subjects. Regular 
four-year vocational high school courses are provided, 
which fit the student graduation out the 
technical school and specialize some branch the 
work has undertaken follow and for which has 
prepared himself measure taking this course 
Chino Vocational High School. 


NEWS FROM MEMBERS 

The Providence Children’s Friend Society 
cently changed its name act the State Legisla- 
ture the Rhode Island Children’s Friend Society. 
indicated this change, the scope the work 
now state-wide and has also been greatly broadened 
amending the former charter read part follows: 
“For the purpose giving aid and assistance 
every nature and description such children are 
may entrusted its care need its services 
and co-operate with any other agency promoting 
said 

This child-caring organization one the oldest 
ones the country and had maintained institution 
from 1836 November, 1926. that time the build- 
ing, equipped house one hundred children, was closed 
and the work since then has been 
basis. Applications for assistance placing children 
have come rapidly from the Family Welfare Society, 
medical social service staffs, School Attendance De- 
partment, behavior clinics and more recently from the 
newly established Court Clinic. 

Additional visitors have already been added the 
staff. 


The New England Home for Little 
writes: work our Aroostook County Branch 
Maine has grown such extent that cannot 
satisfactorily carried one social worker, even able 
worker Miss Agent Charge the Branch. 
The Board Managers decided their last meeting 
co-operate with the Branch Board effort get 
additional funds for the salary second worker. 
This Branch has under care more than fifty children 
and responsible for territory which geographically 
almost large the whole state 


Having come believe that foster children should 
know this fact about themselves, the Kansas Children’s 
Home and Service League now places the following 


question the blank filled out every appli- 
for child for adoption: you bring this 
child the knowledge that foster child?” 


new psychiatric clinic has been established the 
Brooklyn Bureau Charities, the Association for Im- 
proving the Condition the Poor and the Child Placing 
Department the State Charities Aid for 
the study and treatment families and children under 
the care these organizations. 

Dr. Leslie Luehrs has been appointed psychiatrist 
the clinic, and Miss Minna Wilkins, psychologist. 
Each the three organizations has full-time psy- 
chiatric social worker. Miss Sarah Hartman has been 
appointed for the work the State Charities Aid 
Association. 


Under the above classified heading, replacing the 
customary Wanted,” the Philadelphia Evening 
Bulletin now prints the “want ads” used child- 
placing agencies that city. This the result 
request made the Children’s Bureau Philadelphia, 
and concurred the Children’s Aid Society and the 
Juvenile Aid Society. These organizations feel that 
this change marks step forward, since the new term 
more indicative the nature the service sought 
and given. 

far known, this the first time such heading 
has been may help produce more satis- 
factory results where home finding done 
through newspapers, and there would seem 
reason why papers other cities might not follow this 
course, asked to. 


INSTITUTION NEWS 
(Continued from page 


September Ist Mr. George Ehinger, formerly 
Executive Secretary the Child Welfare Commission 
Oregon, became Superintendent the Elizabeth 
Murphey School, new institution for children 
Dover, Delaware. 


Twenty-seven child-caring institutions were repre- 
sented the Summer Institute for Institutional Work- 
ers conducted the Bureau Children the Penn- 
sylvania Department Welfare. The general subject 
chosen for the Institute was, Following the Child 
and the This led separate ses- 
sions devoted the following topics: Admission, Edu- 
cation, Mental Health, Physical Heaith, Play, Worship, 
the Child’s Relation the Community, and Dis- 
charge. The meetings, lasting for three days, were held 
Erie, Pa. 


LEAGUE AMERICA BULLETIN 
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HOW FAMILY LIFE CHANGES 


recent conference this theme brought together 
educators, sociologists and social workers for three days 
the Merrill-Palmer School Detroit. 
Lindeman reports certain findings the New 
July 1927, from which quote the fol- 
lowing suggest careful reading the whole article: 


the first place, appears that the so-called ‘age 
the child’ has run its course. Adults are once more 
beginning make claims their own behalf; the 
primary objective the family may still conceived 
the production sound children, but parents 
are commencing demand some benefits during the 
process. sound and happy children are pro- 
duced through the parents, the family will, 
patently, become The 
passing notion, born out fine but misdirected senti- 
ment, relegated parents the function supplying 
suitable environment background for their children. 
This was inimical decent and wholesome family 
life the preceding notion, which regarded children 
economic assets, new units labor who were 
some time other pay back the debt owed their 
parents. The current trend seems indicate that 
neither sacrifice nor exploitation fit symbol for the 
family process. 

“The structural institutional form the family 
group disintegrating. probably this feature 
which leads many observers fear--or hope—that 
the family itself decay. Conceived structure, 
form within which ordinate and subordinate units 
exist, the family becomes one kind social phenom- 
enon; conceived process, set movements 
inter-relations between human beings, becomes 
event different caliber. The clue the structural 
concept the family some sort law and order: 
the clue the second conception, namely, that the 
family process, some sort expression, self- 
revealment, which leads creative relationships. The 
structural family may take advantage the tech- 
nologies for the purpose achieving increased orderli- 
ness and efficiency; the process-family can succeed 
only entertains, addition, personal objectives 
which deeper than mere efficiency. The clash be- 
tween these two ways conceiving the family—and 
therefore conducting its affairs—will, doubt, con- 
tinue, but there considerable promise the fact that 
increasing number people are beginning view 
the family socio-psychological rather 
structural terms. Experiments the future should 
help teach how make family life exciting 
adventure the dual process self-expression and 
group integration, rather than dull though efficient 
way getting meals cooked, beds made and order 

maintained. Indeed, these apparently homely tasks 

may themselves take new meaning and importance 
when viewed the context livelier 

older ethical configuration the family seems 
gradually giving way what may termed 
educational procedure. Human relationships involve 
emotions and intelligence. the outlet for these two 
forces confined specified channels priori and 
more less static moral rules, the result will sup- 
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pression, submission and unresolved conflict. There 
but one mediating force for wasteful tensions, frictions 
and conflicts, namely, selves who are continuously 
learning more about themselves and their relations 
evolving set relations, family experience must some- 
how come utilized educational experience. The 
application this principle plain husband-wife 
equally plain with respect the manner which the 
family appropriates information for its pur- 
poses. Merely taught how use technical 
knowledge not sufficient lift the family and the 
home out the slough conservatism and moral 
somehow come learn that every application science 
technology the affairs group living oppor- 
tunity for education the deepest sense. Viewed 
this way, the learning potentialities family life are 
prodigious. And there other method for arriving 
suitable substitute for ethics: the right can 
discovered only understanding the truth. 
this case, understanding the truth implies recognition 
individual differences physical, emotional and 
intellectual equipment. further, that indi- 
vidual differences are not merely recognized, but 
utilized. frictions and conflicts within 
intimate family group can translated into positive 

educational experience when come appreciate 
the manifold ways which differences may recom- 
bined, resolved into new 

social unit event may change considerably, but 
that the fundamental basis family life, namely, its 
place the on-going evolutionary process, not likely 
change greatly either degree extent. Back 
the household and its management, back psychology 
and education, and back the esthetic impulses which 
surround family living, stands the biological fact two 
sexes intermingling the perpetuation the race. 
Sex has last been lifted from the transcendent area 
mystery, and placed upon the level discussion. 

“The family biological, and any form education 
which pretends minister toward the improvement 
home, family and children will need give increased 
attention the sociological, psychological and ethical 
issues which flow from this fact.” 


CHANGES FOR THE DIRECTORY 
MASSACHUSETTS FOR 
CRUELTY CHILDREN: 
Brockton: Albert Carter, District Agent, in- 
stead Philip Baird. 
Quincy: South Shore District. Miss 
Thomas, District Agent, Room Saville Street. 


Taunton: Miss Marion Vaughan, District Agent, 
instead Miss Elsie Thomas. 


PREVENTION 


New Home WANDERERS: 
Waterville, Maine Branch: Miss Susan 
Agent. 
Boston Children’s Friend Society, 
Boston. Address changed Rutland Street. 


Plant, 
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MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR CHILDREN 
AND PARENTS 


the course article the March Bulletin the 
Illinois Society for Mental Hygiene, Dr. George 
Mohr, Psychiatrist, and Miss Claudia Wannamaker, 
Supervisor Recreation, Institute for Juvenile 
Research, have produced list they 
might called, which may reasonably expected 
blue ribbon children and parents. there were con- 
tests for older children and for parents similar the 
widely popular best baby contests, one would say that 
the committees and judges would find these “minimum 
standards” very useful. They are quoted below: 


What Child Should be: 


should physically robust and develop- 
ment usual children his age. 

the home should reasonably amenable 
suitable methods control. (The “reasonably 
amenable” and “suitable methods” 
quire considerable discussion). 
ordinary stability. 

should make usual progress school, 
school age. 

should enjoy and indulge the activities and 
interests usual children his age. some 
instances special interests and abilities will ex- 
press themselves more original forms and per- 
haps partially the commoner activities. 
His program should arranged allow for 
periods relaxation well activity. The 
element strain and pressure should entirely 
lacking. 

should capable pleasant and easy contact 
with other children his age, being neither too 
subservient nor overly aggressive his approach 
them. 

should easily conform the general standards 
conduct laid down the community which 
lives. This implies that generally keeps out 
mischief and difficulty the neighborhood; 
does not play truant from home school, steal, 
seek company indulge other delin- 
quency. 

Generally, should happy. 

“If these requirements are fulfilled the 
child,” say the authors, reasonable expect 
that the conditions essential their achievement 
available him.” Accordingly they suggest 
the following standards for the milieu 


which should provided intelligent parent- 
hood.” 


What Parents Should be: 


The child should have suitable parents. This 
implies healthy stock, betraying physical 
mental abnormalities the sort that preclude the 
birth healthy children. Ideally, these parents 
should happily mated and themselves living 
normal and happy lives. any event, the 
child’s normal development insured, they 


must individuals who have satisfactorily solved 
least the major problems their own existence, 
and who not foist upon their children the un- 
happy effects their own dissatisfactions. 

The routine physical hygiene, habits eating, 
sleeping, exercise and play, should conform 
that now well recognized the most conducive 
robust physical health. 

Methods discipline should well thought out 
and ineffective methods discarded. Correction 
unsuitable behavior, rather than punishment for 
bad behavior, should the aim. The happy mean 
which authority the parent recognized dur- 
ing childhood but which the relationship 
easy and mutual one, should sought. Parents are 
times the devoted slaves aggressive children. 
Children times learn conform restricted, 
colorless, and crippling behavior patterns ac- 
count the unduly imposed ideas parents. 

school environment equipped develop the 
fullest the child’s ability for academic achieve- 
ment should available. 

Early contact with other children should en- 
couraged. Full opportunity experience the 
stimulating influence this contact, 
modifying effect social demand broader than 
that the household, should offered. The 
ability conform the household routine and 
conditions does not necessarily insure the ability 
meet adequately the broader and more com- 
plex situations outside the home. effort 
should made expose the child situations 
that will elicit from him wholesome types re- 
sponse varied situations. 

community life such will adequately protect 
the growing child must available. Crowded 
housing facilities, unsuitable play space, undesir- 
able associates and similar factors, militate against 
normal and wholesome development. The general 
tendency the child conform the stand- 
ards the immediate social situation. 


There nothing obscure unusual the considera- 
tions have pointed out. sane and calm approach 
these problems childhood essential. Such 
approach, together with reasonable amount in- 
telligently applied effort, should enable most parents 
achieve the standards have discussed. 


ENCLOSURES 


(Sent members the League only) 

BooKLET THE WELFARE ASSOCIATION FOR 
CHILDREN, CLEVELAND—Emphasizes one 
message—Service foster mothers. excellent 
layout envelope size. 


ALLOCATION REPORT AVAILABLE 


The report New York Committee allocation 
which was printed the June has been 
planographed and available limited numbers 
members wishing use additional copies. 


| 
| 
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ILLEGITIMACY 
BULLETIN 


President: Mr. James Cleveland, Ohio. 
Vice-President: Mrs. Boston, Mass. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Miss St. Paul, Minn. 


Many delusions are cherished good people this 
subject, more than any other connected with our 
work. 

Some believe that our business, indeed our mis- 
sion life, receive all babies offered whom 
can said, “He was born out But 
the duty our Committee Admission and Dismissal 
receive some and reject action each 
case being determined circumstances. 

The following ideas and ideals govern our action: 

The Home authorities are most sympathetic 
towards the unmarried mother. They know the 
culties she must face going into life, with her child, 
earn her living. the same time they know the loss 
she must sustain, and the pain she must suffer, she 
loves her child and compelled separated from 
him. They also know the degradation soul she has 
already suffered she has affection whatever for her 
little one, and all too eager, and even glad, rid 
him. 

The Home authorities believe that the father 
and mother love each other, and impediment 
their marriage exists, they ought marry, and make 
home for the little one who otherwise would homeless. 
But either both the parties are unwilling 
marry, being without love for each other, the wedding 
ought not forced outside authority, since 
marriage spiritual union, and spiritual union can 
occur where pressure unduly exerted. 

The Home authorities believe that such baby has 
the same right God’s world any other baby. There 
reason, merely from the fact illegitimacy, for 
believing that this child will prove inferior physically, 
intellectually even morally, when compared with 
other children. Many married people are mismated, 
and their disharmony visible their children. 

The Home authorities believe that whenever pos- 
sible mother and child should kept together, for the 
good both. the girl has been wayward, her love 
for her baby may prove the first and greatest uplifting 
influence her life. Divine grace does not work 
opposition nature, but with nature. God uses the 
natural love that comes mother means 
spiritual exaltation. The girl who has gone astray, 
especially she chaste girl who has surrendered her 


virtue under promise marriage, will rule desire 
keep her baby, and her parents, friends, neighbors, 
and the Church should encourage her this laudable 
ambition. She will have face reproach; but she 
lives good life thereafter, she will win her way. Slowly 
opinion changing, and much for the better, this 
regard. People are more willing help than they were. 

course, after the nursing period over; may 
advisable and necessary, order for the mother 
self supporting, place the child our Babyfold, 
some other institution. Nevertheless, the institution 
should last resort. baby should placed 
institution unless absolutely necessary. She 
should visit her baby often. matter how much 
industry may need mother, her baby needs her more. 

The Home authorities believe that certain 
cases, limited number, the institution the only 
solution. mother may insane, diseased, irrespon- 
sible, cruel, inefficient and characterless, such 
extent make wrong leave her child her 
care. all such cases the institution can more for 
the child than the mother will ever able willing 
do. But also, all such cases, the institution should 
temporary expedient The child should 
free private home. But such homes are not always 
available. 

The Home authorities believe that there must 
absolute honesty dealing with prospective foster- 
parents. The heredity the child must made 
known. Thorough physical and psychological exami- 
place every available fact the disposal those who 
open their hearts and their homes needy child. 

One the sad things about the admission such 
children our Babyfold the false ideals influencing 
those who apply. The main point seems be—to get 
rid the baby, “cover this thing up,” save the 
family name. Often the applicant comes forward with 
lot conditions. 

Certainly wish avoid giving needless pain 
any. But our first duty not save the feelings the 
mother, the aunts and uncles grandparents. Our 
first duty the baby. 

Every case has decided its own merits. 
And always, the first consideration the good the 
child. There are illegitimate children. There are 
illegitimate parents. Jesus were here the flesh, 
would take the children His arms just did 
days gone by, and His love would enfold the child 
born out wedlock just graciously the most 
favored child, born the most favored home, where 
the marriage tie Smith, Methodist 
Home for Children, Williamsville, New York. 
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